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The 4th Promise of Place Conference

Place-based Education in New England and beyond
MARCH 15-17, 2007

Lake Morey Inn, Fairlee, Vermont

Conference History 

Since its inception in 2001, the Promise of Place Conference has brought together and inspired over 600 nonformal and formal educators, program managers, school administrators, and community members from the New England region. The conference has successfully built a network of educators, land managers and community members who share a vision for the promotion and best practices of place-based education. 

Participants have reported leaving the conference empowered with fresh ideas and a renewed sense of commitment to further place-based initiatives in their own community. This collective spirit has led to numerous new initiatives throughout the region, including:

· Growth in community questing and mapping projects

· Community partnerships that result in integrated, place-based curricula, and include innovative service-learning projects 

· Greater use of program evaluation

· Replication of professional development programs beyond the region

The place-based education movement continues to grow, reinvigorating teachers, forging school/community bonds and proving itself through rigorous evaluation as a viable and effective approach to addressing today’s educational challenges and opportunities. Outstanding place-based education initiatives, community events, outdoor programs, and professional development opportunities are emerging regularly in cities and small towns in New England and beyond. 

New for 2007: Requests for Proposals

This year, we are seeking to reach even more broadly and deeply into the world of place-based education throughout our region, including rural, suburban, and urban communities and initiatives that work with people of diverse ethnicities, age groups, and income levels. Workshops will continue to focus on strong program implementation, evaluation skills, practices, strategies and opportunities,

Please help us find those projects!
For the first time we are requesting that interested presenters submit the attached Request for Proposals. A steering committee will select a diversity of workshop content and formats that we hope will inspire and nourish both those new to the field, and those seeking ongoing motivation and support.

Conference Design & Content
The Promise of Place conference caters to all aspects of place-based education and therefore requires presentations on a wide array of content and pedagogy. We invite you to create a dynamic presentation that stimulates creative thinking and enriches others in their knowledge and understanding of place-based education. We hope to provide formal and nonformal educators, school administrators, program managers, public agency personnel, community members, and others with a selection of workshops that together:

· Provide a diversity of perspectives and reaches a diverse audience
· Model some or all elements of place-based education 

· Provide participants with an understanding of the elements of place-based education
· Are skill building or provide participants with new content/ knowledge 

· Provide opportunities for dialogue and interaction

As in years past, we encourage presenters to provide people with methods and skills to do place-based education when they return to their communities. To that end, we ask that presenters focus on having workshop attendees practices skills that are readily replicated in other schools and communities and at a variety of age levels.

How to Submit Workshop Proposals

The proposal form is below, or you can download it at: www.shelburnefarms.org.  Fill out and email your proposal to the address below. Please type or print clearly in the space provided. Please do not send additional documents.

Email proposals by November 15 to: 

Pat Straughan

pstraughan@shelburnefarms.org 

Shelburne Farms


1611 Harbor Road

Shelburne, Vermont 05482

Phone (802) 985-8686 x43

Fax: 802-985-8123, attn Pat Straughan


Conference Fees:
We are currently working on compiling a "menu" of residential and commuter cost options for 2007, but can let you know that:

 

Accommodations and meals at Lake Moray Inn are approximately: 

· $104 per night (includes breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks)  - double occupancy 

· $139 for a single (includes breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks)
 

The 2006 Promise of Place Registration fee was $165 for three days 

As a commuter or part-time attendee you paid:

· $60 for Thursday

· $75 for Friday

· $50 for Saturday

These costs are from last year and constitute a DRAFT for you to get an idea of your expenses. There will undoubtedly be some changes but we hope this helps you plan. There is a presenter discount on registration that is pro-rated to the length of the workshop presented, and arranged in advance with the coordinators. This does not affect room rates. Some scholarship support is possible.
If you have any more questions, please contact me:  
Pat Straughan, 
Program Coordinator, 
(802) 985-8686, vm 43 
pstraughan@shelburnefarms.org 
Promise of Place is a regional conference presented by the Northern Forest Center and the Center for Place-Based Learning and Community Engagement, a partnership of Shelburne Farms, The National Park Service Conservation Study Institute and Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park. 

This conference is also made possible through a collaboration with the Northeast Center of the National Wildlife Federation and Antioch New England, with support from the Wellborn Ecology Fund of the Upper Valley Region of New Hampshire Charitable Foundation.
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Please type in the gray boxes.  When finished, save document to your computer, then email it as an attachment to: pstraughan@shelburnefarms.org.  Otherwise, please print and mail to:

Pat Straughan, Shelburne Farms, 1611 Harbor Road, Shelburne, VT 05482.  
DEADLINE:  NOVEMBER 15, 2006

Presenter Name:      
Title or position:      
Organization:      
Address:      
Email:        

Website:      
Phone:      

Fax:       
1. What is the title of your workshop? (as it would appear in the conference brochure)
     
2. Please provide a 30 - 50 word description of your workshop (as it would appear in the conference brochure). 

     
3. Please provide a one-page summary of your workshop, including your three main objectives, how your participants will be actively involved, and how your workshop will address the conference goals.

4. What length of presentation session would best meet your needs? (circle one)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1.5 hours

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3 hours

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 hours   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 5 hours   

5. If needed, we’ll do our best to provide audio-visual equipment. What audio-visual equipment do you need to borrow from us for your workshop?      
6. Where would you like to hold your workshop?

  FORMCHECKBOX 
  indoors   


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  outdoors


  FORMCHECKBOX 
  outdoors with an indoor option

7.  What audience would you like to attract to your workshop? (check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Formal educators (prek- 6)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Educators (grades 6 – 8)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Educators (grades 9 – 12)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Nonformal educators

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Program managers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  People new to place-based education


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Experienced place-based education    practitioners

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Program evaluators

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  School administrators

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Community members

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  All of the above

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other (please specify)

8.  What size group would be best for your workshop? (circle all that apply)

smallest category too small - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 – 20

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 20– 30 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 30 and beyond


9. What best describes your workshop type? (check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  PowerPoint or slideshow

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Field trip

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Hands-on skill based



 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Debate or panel

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Group discussion


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Outdoor field walk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Creation of a visual art project


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Creation of a performing art project

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Lecture





 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other (please describe)

10. Please provide a one paragraph personal biography.
     
Conference Presentation Proposal - FORM








Request for Conference Presentation Proposals








Principles and Promising Practices of Place-Based Education





1.	Learning takes place on-site in the school yard and in the local community and environment 


2.  	Learning focuses on local themes, systems and content


3.  	Learning is personally relevant to the learner 


4.  	Learning experiences contribute to the community’s vitality and environmental quality and to supporting the role the community plays in fostering global environmental quality. 


5.  	Learning is supported by strong and varied partnerships with local organizations, agencies, businesses and government.


6.  	Learning is interdisciplinary


7. 	Learning experiences are custom tailored for the local audience


8.  	Learning is grounded in and supports the development of a love for one’s place


9.  	Local learning serves as the foundation for understanding and participating appropriately in regional and global issues


10.	Place-based education programs are integral to achieving other institutional goals








Conference Goals


To link place-based educators and community members into a network for on-going collaboration and support


To strengthen our shared vision for the promotion of place-based education through the presentation of current work and philosophies


To build knowledge and skills through concrete ideas and experiences


To develop ideas for collectively realizing the promise of place-based education in New England and beyond








“Because of POP I’ve moved from being a local program coordinator to one with replication in Maine, New York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts”


		- POP attendee





“The POP conference gives me both the skills and the support I need to do place-based education in my school. Just knowing there are other people out there doing it helps me to feel less isolated.  This year, I plan to bring my superintendent so he’ll see the magic and the potential of this work.”


           --7th grade science teacher
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