





Field Trips for

Grades 4-8

FEE: $7/STUDENT
(scholarships available)
TIME: 9:00 AM - 1:30 PM

Wetland Ecosystem
Investigation SEPTEMBER

Increase awareness of
wetland ecosystems with a field trip in your
community or ours, at the LaPlatte Marsh.
Students will discover the functions and
characteristics of wetlands through hands-
on activities. Students will identify common
wetland plants, find out about their adap-
tation for living in this habitat, discover
properties of wetland soils, and determine
water quality using biotic factors.

Digging Deeper into
Harvest Science
SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

Visit the Market Garden at Shelburne
Farms to investigate plant and soil science
with your class. Students will discover
nutrients in the soil, explore plant life
cycles, learn about energy flow and
interdependence on the farm, and get their
hands dirty helping with the harvest.

Stories in Stone

SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER

Explore the basic geologic processes that
have shaped and transformed our earth,
including rock formation and weather-
ing. Discover the rich geologic history of
our region through hands-on activities and
scientific explorations.

Hike—Don’t Hibernate!
JANUARY

Students will learn about necessary prepa-
rations for a fun and safe winter adventure
outdoors. They will experience fundamen-
tal teambuilding concepts on a winter trek.
They can practice reading basic elements
of'a map, track animals, build a fire and
more!

Sugaring by the Numbers
MARCH

Investigate math, science, and more by
spending a day in our sugarbush. Students
will engage in the process of sugaring as
they identify and measure appropriate
trees to tap, gather sap, calculate output,
observe states of matter, investigate the
impacts of weather and climate, and ex-
perience sugaring with our educators and
sugar makers.

Simple Machines on the Farm
APRIL & MAY

From hauling hay bales and tilling soil to
grinding wheat and mucking pens, simple
machines help all over the farm! Students
will investigate how simple machines work
through engaging in farm chores, experi-
menting with hand tools, and participating
in inquiry-based exploratory activities.

Ins and Outs of a Cow

MAY

Get up close and personal with cows at
the dairy. Students will discover what re-
sources go in to raising cows and what the
community gets in return. We’ll explore
the relationship between human and
animal health, genetics, reproduction,
and anatomy. Students will partake in the
energy flow from farm to table when they
follow the journey of rocks to cheese by
making cheese with our educators.

+OUTREACH [Field trips offered
in your community. In addition to
our program goals, our outreach goals
are to encourage educators to use
their school’s natural and agricultural

communities for learning and
enhancing students’ connections to
their place.
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